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: Michelangelo Merisi (Michele
: Angelo Merigi or Amerighi) da
- Caravaggio (/ keera'veedsiou/,

- US: /-'va:d3(i)ou/, Italian

- pronunciation: [mike'landzelo
- me ri:zi da kkara'vaddzo] is

. Caravaggio’s birth given name. :
: Although his exact date of birth :
: is not known, historians believe :
- he was born around September
- 29, 1571 in Milan, Italy to his

- parents Fermo Merixio and

- Lucia Aratori.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/Italian
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e We do not know much about Caravaggio’s childhood,
but historians believe he spent most of his time in
Caravaggio, Lombardy;however, he also spent a lot of

time in Milan where his father had a workshop.

Sadly, Caravaggio was orphaned at a young age due to
the fact that his grandfather, grandmother, and father
died in the span of 3 days due to the plague at just 6
years old. Then his mother also succumbed to the
disease 4 years later.




Education:

Caravaggio did not attend any
school. Instead, he had a master
named Simone Peterzano, a
painter. In 1584, Peterzano and
Caravaggio signed a contract that
would give 13 year old Caravaggio
board, lodging, and apprenticeship.
Simone promised him that by the
end of the apprenticeship
Caravaggio would learn all the
skills to paint on his own.

Simone Peterzano



After 4 years of being apprenticed by Simone, Caravaggio’s whereabouts were
not specifically documented, but people believe from the years 1588-1592 he
visited Venice, Italy. However, in 1592, the 21-year-old artists decided to move
to Rome without any money or fame that would help him get a job.

e Weirdly enough, people say the young painter arrived in Rome naked,
extremely needy, and without provisions.




Caravaggio was
Caravaggio's known friends are: B . e probably heavily
5 { influenced by his
mentor Simone
Peterzano, and the
art works that
were being painted
at the time. Such

Architect,
Onori



<Personal life>

The only somewhat family he had
growing up, was his mentor.

Bec
know his family, and
he never created one
himself, his artwork
was not really affected
by these factors.
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| Caravaggio was known for his naturalism and |
- he also employed close physical observation |
| with a dramatic use of chiaroscuro. He used the -
| technique by darkening shadows and |
i transfixing main characters in a bright light. |



As previously stated in the past slide, Caravaggio was known ‘ Y
for his involvement in the baroque movement. This movement : g
style is defined by exaggerated motion and clear detail. This

was used to produce drama and grandeur in sculpture, P

painting, architecture, literature, dance, and music. This Lok -

movement was popular from around 1600-1750. Some other ';_ ¥
\

famous artists that were known for this style are Rubens and
Rembrandt. %

Rubens: pictured left
Rembrandt: pictured
right







R S , The Callmg of Saint Matthew is a masterplece by =
Famous Works S Caravaggio depicting the moment at which Jesus =—

Cont| n ued ‘& Christ inspires Matthew to follow him. Itwas "~
.~ completed in 1599-1600 for the Contarelli Chapel ==
‘in Rome where it remains today. =

\ Nl



Critique

https:// s1tes psu edu/rclandrewmarshall/zo15

is seen count1n money w1th others like a s1mle tax collector would. Levi o1nts to himself in a confused manner as 1f sa1n , “ME?”

Its a very sim le scene but the 11 htm adds so much to it. Carava

io uses a technique called tenebrism, which is essentially a very
o . e b
dramatic vers1on of chiaroscuro. The ve dark shadow is meant to point the viewer to th

e main narrative of the piece. It also follows /
Piezea =~ "2\ *” ’
the an el of Chr1st S hand ointing to him. Although there is a ve sl1 oht 1ncl1nat1on to Christ’s divine status with the sliver of ag

N

cast also shows his d1v1n1ty, the divine light of christ which he is

gracing Lev1 w1th as he calls him to a h1 her order A rather interesting aspect of th1s p1ece is the quoting of another very famous work

of art M1chelanelo s “Creation of Adam” which resides on the Sistine Chapel ceiling. As ou can see the hand of Adam directl
R e e
imitates the hand of Christ. Which is interesting because in a sense it is a role reversal from Michelangelo’s work. Adam’s hand is the
é e o——————- % i

one receiving the power from God to be created but, here althouh Christ’s hand mimics that of Adam he is the one conferring power
onto Levi. He is bringing up amortal to a hig gher purpose ]ust as God created Adam so that he too can fulfill a higher purpose.The

0 olden halo above h1s head he d1rect1on ofthe shadow be1n

piece works on so many levels. Probing into the psychological and the ethereal but it stays down to earth. It is not elevated to such a
point that it is difficult to read by any one. One of the

greatest aspects of Caravaggio’s work is his ability to take such powerful and

ful biblical scenes and bring them down to scenes of everyday life. So that everyone, not just art historians can read them.,
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Other works




. Caravaggio is Very 1mportant He was one of the most 1nfluent1al
& .wand notorious artists of the baroque period. Caravaggio's lastin

- legacy is that of a person who developed a style that combined ==
_-fdramatlc lighting and a great use of realism. Caravaggio has left a’ " e

_very strong impact on many artist that came after him such as:

:;artwork W111 be forever known as d1sturb1ng but beautlful
MR e i et e A ol SR e VRS




e AEAERES W VY e =
gs Caravaggio'sdeath ¥t == o e

Caravaggio's death is rather interesting. He died at some point of July 1610, at just 38
years old. No one quite knows exactly what killed him, but some speculate that he was
= murdered. Some say this because the “certain quarrel’”’ mentioned in slide 5, the reason
& he fled Milan, is a reference to when he killed someone. Caravaggio was known to be hot
8l headed and short tempered, so when Ranuccio Tomassoni was insulting a prostitute that
Caravaggio favored they dueled, and Tomassoni was killed. Therefore, people say
someone killed Caravaggio to avenge Tomassoni. However some historians also believe
&, that he simply died of syphilis, malaria or brucellosis. Even though there are many




He was in prison and escaped by assaulting a high-ranking knight.
The artists who he influenced were called Caravaggisti.

The Italian mafia may have stolen a Caravaggio painting worth 20
million dollars.

Pope Francis is an big fan of Caravaggio.

His paintings sell for record high prices.

A painting of his was found in a French attic in 2014, which sold for
approximately 170 million dollars.




Resources

https://www.widewalls.ch/magazine/caravaggio-paintings
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-arthistory2/chapter/caravaggios-calling-of-st-
matthew/#:.~:text=Caravagqio%2C%20Calling%200f%20St.,and%20everything%20is%20forever%20changed.
https://www.artble.com/artists/caravaggio

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basket_of Fruit (Caravaggio)
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/italy/articles/10-artworks-by-caravaggio-you-should-know/
https://artsandculture.google.com/theme/an-introduction-to-caravaqgio-in-5-paintings/EAKy2JhhzdgWI10Q?hl=en
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Caravaqggio/Early-influences
https://www.sothebys.com/en/articles/21-facts-about-caravaggio

https://www.biography.com/artist/caravaqgio
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